 KEY BENCHMARK BOOKS
	PRECONVENTIONAL/EMERGING
Good Dog, Carl by Alexandra Day (WB)
School by Emily Arnold McCully (WB)
Look What I Can Do by Jose Aruego (WB)
Changes, Changes by Pat Hutchins (WB)
Look! Look! Look! by Tana Hoban (LB)
Mama by Jeanette Winter (LB) 
Anno’s Counting Book by Mitsumasa Anno (LB) 
Eric Carles’ Alphabet Book by Eric Carle or other simple alphabet books (LB)
Dig, Dig by Leslie Wood (A)
What Do Insects Do? by Susan Canizares (A) 
Do You Want To Be My Friend? By Eric Carle (A)
Goodnight Gorilla by Peggy Rathmann 
Growing Colors by Bruce McMillan (NF) (A)

(At this stage, it is very important for the family to be reading picture books to the child.)
	EMERGING (B-D)
Mitten/Kitten by Jerome Martin (LB) 
Have You Seen My Cat? by Eric Carle (B)
Who Lives in a Tree by Susan Sanizares and Daniel Mereton (B)
Cat on the Mat by Grain Wildsmith (B) 
Monkeys by 
Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See? by Bill Martin, Jr. (C)
The Bicycle by Joy Cowley (C)
I Went Walking by Sue Williams (C)
What Is an Insect by Susan Canizares and Mary Carpenter Reid (C) 
Joshua James Likes Trucks by Catherine Petrie and Joel Synder (C) 
The Chick and the Duckling by Mirra Ginsburg (D)
Good Night, Little Kitten by Nancy Christensen
I Like Books by Anthony Browne (D)
Mary Wore Her Red Dress by Merle Peek (D)
Fast-Draw Freddie by Bobbie Hamsa and Susan Miller (D)
Sleep-Over Mouse by Mary Packard and Kathy Wilburn (D)   
Brushing Well by Helen Frost (NF) (D)

(At this stage, it very important for the family to be reading picture books to the child.)  


	DEVELOPING: EARLY (E-F)
All By Myself by Mercer Mayer (E)
Quick as a Cricket by Audrey Wood
Eat Your Peas, Louise  by Pegeen Snow (E) 
Go, Dog, Go by P. D. Eastman (E)
Where’s Spot? by Eric Hill (E)
Just Like Me by Barbara Neasi (E)
Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell (F)
A Dark, Dark Tale by Ruth Brown (F)
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins (F)
Biscuit series by Ayssa Capucilli (F) 
Have You Seen the Crocodile by Colin West (F) 
Tiny series by Cari Meister (F) 
Flies by Cheryl Coughlan (NF) Pebble Book series (F) 

(At this stage, it is important for the family to still keep reading picture books to the child and have the child reread books they bring home from his or her independent reading in the classroom.) 

	DEVELOPING: LATER (F-G)
Soccer Game! by Grace Maccarone (F)
Cookie’s Week by Cindy Ward (F)
Just Like Daddy by Frank Asch (F)
Harry Goes to Day Camp by Harriet Ziefert (F) 
All By Myself by Mercer Mayer (F) 
Itchy, Itchy Chicken Pox by Grace MacCarone and Betsy Lewin (F)
The Carrot Seed by Ruth Kraus (G)
More Spaghetti, I Say! by Rita Gelman (G)
Harry Gets Ready for School by Harriet Ziefert (G)
Jason’s Bus Ride by Harriet Ziefert and Simms Taback (G)
I Like Me by Nancy Carlson 
Mouse Paint by Ellen Stoll Walsh 
Each Peach Pear Plum by Janet and Allan Ahlberg (G)
Bread, Bread, Bread by Ann Morris (NF) (F)
I’m a Caterpillar by Jean Marzollo (G)

(At this stage, it is important for the family to still keep reading picture books to the child and have the child reread books he or she brings home from his or her independent reading in the classroom.) 


	BEGINNING: EARLY (EARLY-READER BOOKS) (H-I)
Put Me In the Zoo by Robert Lopshire (H)
Just Me and My Puppy by Mercer Mayer (H)
The Teeny Tiny Woman by Harriet Ziefert (H) 
When the TV Broke by Harriet Ziefert (H) 
Sammy the Seal by Syd Hoff (H) 
Maisy books by Lucy Cousins 
You’ll Grow Into Them Titch by Pat Hutchins (H)
The Napping House by Audrey Wood (I)
There’s a Nightmare in My Closet by Mercer Mayer (I)
Are You My Mother? by P. D. Eastman (I)
Dragon’s Fat Cat series by Dav Pilkey (I)
Who’s Afraid of the Dark by Crosby Bonsall (I)
Hattie and the Fox by Mem Fox (I)
Charlie Needs a Cloak by Tomie dePaola (I)
Fly Guy series by Tedd Arnold (I) 
Mighty Spiders by Fay Robinson (NF)
	BEGINNING: LATER (HARDER EARLY-READERS) (J-K)
Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss (J)
Mouse Soup by Arnold Lobel (J)
Little Bear by Else Holmelund Minarik (J) 
Henry and Mudge series by Cynthia Rylant (J)
Oliver Button is a Sissy by Tomie de Paola (J)
Mr. Putter and Tabby series by Cynthia Rylant (J)
Poppleton series by Cynthia Rylant (J)
Franklin books by Paulette Bourgeois and Brenda Clark (K)
Arthur books by Lillian Hoban (K)
Nate the Great series by Marjorie Weinman Sharmat (K)
Frog and Toad series by Arnold Lobel (K)
Golly Sisters series by Betsy Byars (K) 
Case of the Double Cross series by Crosby Bonsall (K)
M & M series by Pat Ross and Marilyn Hafner (K)
Mercy Watson series by Kate DiCamillo  (K) 
Elephant and Piggie books by Mo Willems (K)
Commander Toad by Jane Yolen (K) 
Keep the Lights Burning, Abbie by Connie and Peter Roop (NF) (K)
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	EXPANDING: EARLY (EASY CHAPTER BOOKS) (L-M)
Pinky and Rex series by James Howe (L)
Pee Wee Scouts series by Judy Denton (L)
Cam Jansen series by David Adler (L)
Tales of Amanda Pig and other books by Jean Van Leeuwen (L) 
Horrible Harry series and Song Lee series by Suzy Kline (L) 
Molesons series by Burny Bos, B. Bos, Hans de Beer, and J. Alison James (L)
Amelia Bedelia books by Peggy Parish (L)
Mr. and Mrs. Green series by Keith Baker  
Cobble Street Cousins series by Cynthia Rylant (M)
Polk Street series by Patricia Reilly Giff (M)
Junie B. Jones series by Barbara Park (M)
Arthur series by Marc Brown (M)
Magic Treehouse series by Mary Pope Osborne (M)
Marvin Redpost series by Louis Sachar (M)
Freckle Juice by Judy Blume (M)
Bailey School Kids series by Marcia Thorton Jones and Debbie Dadey (M)
Ivy and Bean series by Annie Barrows and Sophie Blackall (M)
Stink series by Megan McDonald and Peter H. Reynolds (M)
The Littles series by John Peterson (M)
Flat Stanley by Jeff Brown (M)
Kate Shelley and the Midnight Express by Margaret Wetterer (NF) (M)
	EXPANDING: LATER (EASY CHAPTER BOOKS) (N-O)
Chalk Box Kid by Clyde Robert Bulla (N)
Stories Julian Tells series by Ann Cameron (N)
A to Z Mysteries series by Ron Roy and John Steven Gurney (N)
Ballet Slippers series by Patricia Reilly Giff (N) 
Max Malone series by Charlotte Herman and Cat Bowman Smith (N)
ow HH How to Be Cool in Third Grade and other books by Betsy Duffey (N)
Fables by Arnold Lobel (N)
Pioneer Cat by William Hooks (N)
Busybody Nora by Johanna Hurwitz (N) 
Jackson Friends series by Michelle Edwards 
Clementine series by Sara Pennypacker (O)
Amber Brown series by Paula Danziger (N - O)
Meg MacKintosh series by Lucinda Landon (O)
A Toad for Tuesday by Russell Erickson (O)
Lexi’s Tale by Johanna Hurwitz (O
Dancing with the Manatees by Faith McNulty (NF) (N)  
The Titanic: Lost . . . And Found by Judy Donnelly (NF) (N)
Pompeii . . . Buried Alive! by Edith Kunhardt (NF) (N)
Ranger Rick Magazine
	BRIDGING: EARLY (MEDIUM LEVEL CHAPTER BOOKS) (O-P)
Ramona series by Beverly Cleary (O)
Boxcar Children series by Gertrude Chandler Warner (O)
Baby-Sitter’s Club series by Ann Martin (O)
Runaway Ralph by Beverly Cleary and Tracy Dockray (O)
Russell Sprouts by Johanna Hurwitz (O) 
Jake Drake series by Andrew Clements (O) 
Just Grace series by Charice Mericle Harper 
Mallory series by Laurie B. Friedman (O)
Martin Bridge series by Jessica Scott Kerrin and Joseph Kelly (O) 
Captain Underpants series by Dav Pilkey (P)
Wayside School series by Louis Sachar (P)
Koya DeLaney series by Eloise Greenfield (P)
Stone Fox by John Reoynolds Gardiner (P)
Yang the Third series by Lensey Namioka (P)
Fantastic Mr. Fox by Roald Dahl (P)
Encyclopedia Brown series by Donald Sobol (P)
Martin’s Mice by Dick King-Smith (P)
The Time Warp Trio series by Jon Scieszka (P)
The Magic School Bus series by Joanna Cole (NF) (P)
Storyworks Magazine
	BRIDGING: LATER (MEDIUM LEVEL CHAPTER BOOKS) (Q-R)
Superfudge series by Judy Blume (Q)
Bunnicula by Deborah and James Howe (Q) 
All About Sam by Lois Lowry (Q) 
Soup and Me series by Robert Newton Peck (Q)
There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sachar (Q)
Molly Moon series by Georgia Byng 
Little House on the Prairie by Laura Ingalls Wilder (Q) 
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl (Q)
The Fairy Chronicles series by J. H. Sweet and Tara Larsen Chang (Q)
Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White (R) 
Babe: The Gallant Pig by Dick King-Smith (R)
Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan (R)
Hank Zipzer series by Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver (R) 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl (R)
Shiloh series by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor (R)
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen (R)
Fig Pudding by Ralph Fletcher (R)
Because of Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo (R)
Five Notable Inventors by Wade Hudson (NF) (Q) 
Amazing Poisonous Animals by Alexandra Parsons (Eyewitness Junior series) (NF)
Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein
Sports Illustrated for Kids Magazine
	FLUENT (CHALLENGING CHILDREN’S LITERATURE) (S-T)
Nancy Drew series by Carolyn Keene (S-T)
The War with Grandpa by Robert Kimmel Smith (S)
The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson (S)
Poppy and Rye by Avi (S)
In the Year of the Boar and Jackie Robinson by Bette Bao Lord (S)
The Janitor’s Boy by Andrew Clements(S)
Marshfield Dreams by Ralph Fletcher (S)
Goosebumps series by R. L. Stine (T)
Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney (T)
The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis (T)
Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson (T)
Joey Pigza Loses Control by Jack Gantos (T)
Jason’s Gold by Will Hobbs (T)
Love That Dog by Sharon Creech (T)
The Penderwicks by Jeanne Birdsall (T)
Teammates by Peter Golenbock (S)
Muscles: Our Muscular System series by Seymour Simon (NF) (T)
Shark (Eyewitness) by Miranda MacQuitty (NF)
Hirricanes: Earth’s Mightest Storm by Patricia Lauber (T)
Muscles: Our Muscular System by Seymour Simon (T)
Time for Kids Magazine

	PROFICIENT (COMPLEX CHILDREN’S LITERATURE) (U-V)
Bingo Brown series by Betsy Byars (U)
My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George (U)
The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis (U)
Julie of the Wolves by Jean Craighead George (U)
The Boggart by Susan Cooper  (U)
The BFG by Roald Dahl (U)
The View from Saturday by E. L. Konigsburg (U)
Number the Stars by Lois Lowry (U)
Sisters Grimm series by Michael Buckley (U)
Charlie Bone series by Jenny Nimmo (U)
Warriors by Erin Hunter (U)
Animorphs series by K. A. Applegate (U)
Holes by Louis Sachar (V)
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell (V)
Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech (V)
The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle by Avi (V)
Crash by Jerry Spinelli (V)
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan (V)
Series of Unfortunate Events series by Lemony Snicket (V)
Harry Potter and the Chamber of Secrets by J. K. Rowling (V) 
Tripods series by John Christopher (V) 
The Underland Chronicles by Suzanne Collins 
Immigrant Kids by Russell Freedman (NF)
Lincoln: A Photobiography (biography) by Russell Freedman (NF) (V)
Zillions: Consumer Reports for Kids Magazine
	CONNECTING (COMPLEX CHILDREN’S LITERATURE/YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE) (W-X)
Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli (W)
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau (W)
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle (W)
The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Elizabeth George Speare (W)
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred Taylor (W)
Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick (W)
Remnants series by K. A. Applegate (W) 
Sabriel by Garth Nix (W)
Slam! By Walter Dean Myers (W)
The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau (W)
Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer (W)
The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan (W)
The Supernaturalists by Eoin Colfer (W)
Under the Blood Red Sun by Graham Salisbury (W)
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls (X)
The Dark is Rising sequence by Susan Cooper (X)
Peter and the Star Catchers series by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson (X) 
Septimus Heap series by Angie Sage (X)
The Shakespeare Stealer by Gary Blackwood (X)
The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt (X)
Matilda Bone by Karen Cushman (X)
You Want Women to Vote, Lizzie Stanton? by Jean Fritz (NF) (W)
Homesick: My Own Story by Jean Fritz (NF) (X)
Children of the Wild West by Russell Freedman (NF) (X)
Zlata’s Diary: A Child’s Life in Sarajevo by Zlata Filipovic (NF) (X)
Stone Soup Magazine
	INDEPENDENT (YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE) (Y-Z)
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer (Y)
Slave Dancer by Paula Fox (Y)
The Giver by Lois Lowry (Y)
The Devil’s Arithmetic by Jane Yolen (Y)
The Ear, the Eye, and the Arm by Nancy Farmer (Y)
Redwall series by Brian Jacques (Z)
Twilight series by Stephenie Meyer (X – Z+)
Nightjohn by Gary Paulsen (Z)
Shabanu by Suzanne Fisher Staples (Z)
Ironman by Chris Crutcher (Z)
The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (Z)
Feed by M. T. Anderson
The Hobbit by J. R. Tolkien (Z)
The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins (Z)
The Golden Compass series by Philip Pullman (Z)
The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton (Z)
The Uglies by Scott Westerfield (Z)
Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson (Z)
Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl (autobiography) by Anne Frank (NF) (Y)
Children of Topaz by Michael O. Tunnell and George Chilcoat (NF)
Children of the Dust Bowl by Jerry Stanley (NF) (Y)

